Canterbury Prologue

Words from the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales
by Geoffrey Chaucer

Music by Jeremy Rawson

Gently - not too fast ( J= 90)

This music can be copied for rehearsal and performance, but all
performances should be licensed through PRS For Music.
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The main text here is a phonetic version for singing, with original
words in grey beneath. See last page for modern translations



3—1

11

Qv ) )
m\l mnXEE ™ S 2 Ty H
1IN -||..+.m 8 ol 22 .« o«
(T
mNe e oo N S o <o/ m,
\m) [ "
. m 101 W W o W W e . .
RS 4mnampo RE- e Al
Ry &
T o o | [P
| == M S = a0 m,
-||..f.m 2 | 2= .« o« |
' T .m 2 N .m EEEI®N a
.ﬂ < [ .ﬂ < [
1y £ = . g - . .
$25 || 85 ||| &l
1 ! 1 1
Y “Te 55 ||t [N § 5 N N
S ) e =
o ez Ml o~
U] =
1 NG s 4 A~ 1|~ ~
A I~ = =
L9
L = =
B
e\ 55 N
QL] e m‘ Bnl T g e
5 = 5 =
Ol oS3 MR o m 7T TTTO —olo__
1 © 1
T 2= 2= flll r el T Y
che e \ a
T 2RI =2 P | AL o TTTee__ |
[y | |
ml R=ii= n R [ 10 e L
~| § @ ~| § 2 N-JU
A Q = A Qo =
m & m & |l [ 1N R |l
INEEA R N [
AR R i s
. o] = L
4] m 9 Ve m 2 ﬂ .kl..v.P
- -
1 ! 1 !
+Hel &= Hlg == : e .
1% m 1% IM Q| i) T T
. N . [le Y. N e
N N 6N, XG° e

N ,m 51 [SaN
o - [ 5 M .
p D g .= p.lld = = pOIII S = [ WW TN ) el
w
™ 5 = [¥aN
S = S5 .
QL W 2T QL W 3 - ool 9| &
o © o0 °
A [ 1 N
(Yo \! e 22 </l “~
il T o —N [ —
B - -0
™, o ) “~
: 78 | N4 28 . .
=2z e = z o i AT S
[ [7 9%
I N
N L L il ““a| Z2z <l =
. = = . . = = .
Ll w E |H |I.W = —TeIN_ W
= e
“ ™| I ™ .h' DIH .h#
M O o M M O o o | |e .
| 22 L 2z |4 —sel —p
A A
mA \! N < =
L BE TN NN I
A [ ] e
n N \! b <y W\
. % 1 . % — 0 o]
|| Se 1] = —f
n.mJ RNk fmJ IR N Se
Lo m A ek m s v
E S B E Sy E T 3 Bk
= = S =SS Lat¥ | LGEF 1 wn
E ) E 'y 2 e 3
A [1® [ Y
[ i NENIN \lh i ONESARRL =N RatgiU] | Iy
. == &) . Ezllls &) AL
HH S = T e S = 1 2 —TN e 1l
=S S
m n 0o N © o ‘|| a\
. | 2 = . 25 ] .
| mna 2 QL 7 | || mna 2 AL - |Ao il
KN N LN Llex I1.N
SN X N, e @
\ f




21
WA | mf _—
7 . JINIE. ] | IR L hidil #)
y ] = =Y Pay D | WA N - |
1T 7 e e ~ e o g-° 1) |
A\YV I I ¥ o O O I
o | [ . —
speer - ed in holt  and  hayth Hath
spir - ed in holt and heeth Hath
H 4t . . mf’ —
7 A JINE.] | | y 2 \ I N1
y S I I T T & T K )
N7 T = = | | [ ¢ | D]
SV e e O | I L ’
o ge o go :
speer - ed in holt and hayth and the yong-e son-ne
spir - ed in holt and heeth and the yong - € son - ne
— —_—
A ” HII mf p E—
Y el O O N 7~ P2
p L - y - 0 0 (@) @) =
[ o Y 1 L rS V. | | i
SV 7 1 VA | I 1 | |
%2 r—1 I r—1 | '
speer - ed, The ton-dre  crop - pes
spir - ed The ten - dre crop - pes
—_—
. . /.\ — )
O -] H.u o : | D O Pay Pay s[#) =Y
O) syt ) ) © © © al =
b ! I VA | |
.\ ] r T
hath in av-ry holt  and  hayth Hath
hath in ev - ery holt and heeth Hath
Y M — —— —
: =i = Py o A — -— .
L — 2 £ © T — é” 8 o T ° - — —
J | S AR AN
e e . o I
0 - o a— — o = !o 1 . o b
o ¥ -
T ’ I Vi I I
r }
27 VIL . a tempo
——
2 Ny a a
=Y P I2Y I | I | | |
A\YV I I I - = - i i e o & &
o ! [ [
on the Rarm his harl - fe course 'y - ron - ne
on the Ram his hal - fe cours y - ron - ne
3
XN 38— . /4
L JINIE.] I \ I | I I \
ik I T I I P b I I T T N K N K
" e e e 89 g 4o, [
qi—‘—-/ ' G —e—— o & ©® o @
Hath his harl - - fe course |y - ron - ne (00)
Hath his hal - - fe cours y - ron - ne
3 3
e S TR S BN &
| — I ! b I | | | S
I | J o ) —— .
I | ! L g ™
Hath on the Rarm his course 'y - ron - ne (00)
Hath  on the Ram his cours y - ron - ne
——3—
ﬂ_ﬁ_mf , | | | | | rp
Ay ' H T R S .- :
R 2 ke e @ e e A R
his harl - fe course |y - ron - ne (00)
his hal - fe cours y - ron - ne
r|\3% 83—
— | | | | | | | . .
[ ] g I I I | I | I T I I
qe [ | o b | | | i i i
2} 4 Ld L@ [ ] [ ] | o o
[#] Iq Py » L | ﬂ|. Py [
| rr T P
FiLo.o.ooo a tempo
TR N R R R g
e s — e
s[#] I b » I [ | | D] | )
i | ! L ! ! ’ ' S g
| - 3 1




Pa

Pp

30

I/A

small - a

And

(00)

smal - e
mp

And

(00)

smal - e

small - a

(00)

(00)

nH. «\ L m,
an 1 11
o« L m,
e
Vo h m..--
| = L im,
|«
o« [ im,
o] a..--
iR | “5
T
iR | “5
|ﬁ

O

T

I
"
TO.

e D d )

O

rirb

35

- /)

Vi o o o o Via
%2 0%) nh k
S
§ 7 a3 33 o~ —9 el
(1] [ T A~
g S o
\ \
o T g2 | 82 11x il
1 4 == ==
o L o L mER
N 82 82 . —9elll
" "
Wl 1l 5 © | 8o —w
£= £= |
] 2 = 2= ]
= = = = ;;
- T | S b S Bh oM ||
c = c =
O o O o
= [ = il
2 02 . L]
N ] .; == =T T |l_
55 1y
o) o) q =T I
| S HH 3 S = 2o
D < < —
mr.l! < nr_ < 82 =2 — el
1 1
» &y )
A~ P | L .m = " A A~
-
s =
N o =
K =
< o [ < O m I o
1 1 I
jna © 1 o
L5 L5 - D | B —v |l
L -
T L2 T = 2 M
Vo v
! < Q [ < L L
£ £ EZ P L ai
[ [=R=] [=R=)
Q O L O [
IS S |
L 5 = 5= |
g E g &
17] 2] w0 7s] I
89 83
() ~ ) \nnU/ \nnU/ h
&z B2 (o2 & fmed
— — . N e [HE-N
~Cre < N N < &
M
f
N —




e | \ ' |
Y I N [ — [ — I | | = P = N
A b | D] | | | | | | | e ¥ e ? 4
v D | | | | | | P
[ E— T | | | <
; ; ;
prick - eth hem Na - too - ra in hair cou - rar - - zhes
prik - eth hem Na - tur - e in hir co - ra - - ges
L) ————— 3 T
Y ! y I I I I N
s b I\ [ — [ — I | | | | | ? 4
[ £ Y4 I Y | | | | | | | I I I rS
SV | | I | o [ o
) - o o ¢ 4 oo °*
prick - eth hem Na - too - ra in hair cou - rar - - zhes
prik - eth hem Na - tur - e in hir co - ra - - ges
— o)
o) . e T fA—1 , , ,
I | | | | | 1 | | | N
I | | | | | ? 4
| = P = ry
1 I I e = L & <
I H
prick - eth hem Na - too - ra in hair cou - rar - - zhes
prik - eth hem Na - tu - re in hir co - ra - - ges
I.\k?\| Il Il Il
. [ P P ! | | | N
hall D | ¥ ¥ [ ) P | | | ? 4
7 b | | | | ¥ = P = P
P 1 ! ! I i = L & <
i - rar - - zhes
- ra - - ges
3 —d s
hdf X 4
Py
i T
2] \a| a| Iy
X 4
Py o
i —
42
——
-~ /) f | | N
| | N | N
| | | P O O % gy ¢
o o @& % { —&
SV — | | | 1) VA
oJ — ] o r
Than-ne lon-gen folk to gorn on pil - gra - mar - zhes
Than-ne lon-gen folk to goon on pil - gra - ma - ges
E————
f f
Y 1 — N
s b | | J— I I I \ y N ) I\ ) \ ) \ y \ &
Ld I | | | | | N N | IR 1y | N 1y N/ rS
I 1/ 1 1) | | A 1/ | | A 1/ D]
: + o <« ® o ¢ o ¢ 4 o
Than-ne lon-gen folk to gorn on pil - gra - mar - = = - zhes.
Than-ne lon-gen folk to goon on pil - gra - ma - - - - ges.
———
O T T T N
AN
I | | | D |/ & ¢
| Iﬂu — hid hid ® [ ¢
g I r | Y
Than-ne lon-gen folk to gorn on pil - gra - mar - - zhes
Than-ne lon-gen folk to goon on pil - gra - ma - - ges
[ —
. : 0 0 C— > X
e e e e s e e,
| | I 1 1J | ) 1 1) | 1 1) 1) I ¢
| | | | I r | r I y | 74 I Yy 1 74 174
N i ; f ! ! ! f
Than-ne lon-gen folk to gorn on pil - gra - mar - - - - zhes.
Than-ne lon-gen folk to goon on pil - gra - ma - - - - ges.
) e e — D S
%ﬁ—‘—‘i I ) i o © TR —
o= e T &
o I ] [ ] P P N
— S rr |\ rerrr bbb PPy
Y hdf hadf [ [ J P »- [ J [ X » o Py I K Py o Py [ X Py b4 N
O Py Py r ® I IRY | InY I It I = I = | = It (7] z 4
i@ | | I | I Vi | Vi I ) I ) I ) | D] 1) I r
| I I I I r I r I 14 I Y I Y I Y 174
} } : : : : :

—

Please go to http://music.rawson.me.uk to find other music by Jeremy Rawson
and to provide feedback, including information about concerts in which this music is performed.
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ORIGINAL MIDDLE ENGLISH

Whan that Aprill, with his shoures soote
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote
And bathed every veyne in swich licour,
Of which vertu engendred is the flour;
Whan Zephirus eek with his sweete breeth
Inspired hath in every holt and heeth

The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne
Hath in the Ram his halfe cours yronne,
And smale foweles maken melodye,

That slepen al the nyght with open ye

(So priketh hem Nature in hir corages);
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages

WORD-FOR-WORD IN MODERN ENGLISH

When April with its showers sweet

The drought of March has pierced to the root
And bathed every vein in such liquor,

Of whose virtue engendered is the flower;
When Zephyrus too with his sweet breath
Has inspired in every grove and heath,
The tender crops; and the young sun

Has in the Ram his half-course run,

And small fowls make melody,

That sleep all the night with open eye

(So Nature pricks them in their hearts);
Then folks long to go on pilgrimages

SENSE-FOR-SENSE TRANSLATION

When in April the sweet showers fall

And pierce the drought of March to the root, and all
The veins are bathed in liquor of such power
As brings about the engendering of the flower,
When also Zephyrus with his sweet breath
Exhales an air in every grove and heath

Upon the tender shoots, and the young sun

His half course in the sign of the Ram has run
And the small fowl are making melody

That sleep away the night with open eye,

(So nature pricks them and their heart engages)
Then folk long to go on pilgrimages.



